Introduced by Council President Brosche and Co-Sponsored by Council Member Morgan:



RESOLUTION 2018-401
A RESOLUTION HONORING AND COMMEMORATING THE LIFE OF JAMES “CHARLIE EDD” CRADDOCK AND HIS TWO SPOT NIGHTCLUB ON THE OCCASION OF THE ERECTION OF A HISTORICAL MARKER IN HIS MEMORY; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.


WHEREAS, James “Charlie Edd” Craddock was born in Eufaula, Alabama and relocated to Jacksonville in 1921 where he opened the Blue Chip Hotel on Broad Street in the thriving African-American neighborhood of LaVilla; and


WHEREAS, Mr. Craddock was known as a philanthropist in the area and in late 1929 he organized a soup kitchen to feed the hungry during the Great Depression, which he continued until the government took over its operation in 1931; and


WHEREAS, Charlie Edd Craddock was a talented entrepreneur and grew a business empire in the post-Depression years, including the Charlie Edd Hotel in 1935 and a barbershop and smoke shop; and

WHEREAS, in December 1940, Mr. Craddock opened the Two Spot – a nationally-known African-American nightclub, restaurant and entertainment venue located at 45th and Moncrief in Northwest Jacksonville. The air conditioned building could accommodate 2,000 dancers on its polished oak dance floor with space for another 1,000 spectators on the main floor and a mezzanine level; it also incorporated a bar, restaurant, cafeteria, soda fountain and private dining rooms. The Two Spot hosted the biggest names in music, from B.B. King and Sam Cooke to Dinah Washington, James Brown and Jackie Wilson until Mr. Craddock’s death in 1957 when the club was sold and renamed; and

WHEREAS, Charlie Edd Craddock’s business empire included a haberdashery, clothing store, music store and rental housing, and at the height of his operations he employed over 500 workers. He was involved in multiple fraternal organizations, including the Elks Lodge and the Masons, and was one of Jacksonville’s leading entrepreneurs during his era; now therefore


BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.

The City of Jacksonville hereby honors and commemorates the civic and business legacy of James “Charlie Edd” Craddock, and particularly his Two Spot nightclub/entertainment venue, upon the occasion of the erection of a historical marker attesting to his importance in Jacksonville’s history.

Section 2.

Effective Date.  This Resolution shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.

Form Approved:

__/s/ Paige Hobbs Johnston
Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared By:
Jeff Clements, City Council Research
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